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BENEATH THE WAVES 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.06 pm]: I rise to update the house 
on a fascinating interactive documentary produced through a collaboration between the Western Australian 
Museum, ScreenWest, Woodside and Periscope Pictures. The documentary entitled Beneath the Waves was 
launched at an event I attended last week, on Tuesday, 3 May, at the Western Australian Maritime Museum in 
Fremantle. It showcases the majesty of Western Australia’s Kimberley coastal and offshore waters and 
documents one of the world’s biggest marine biodiversity surveys. The images and data for the documentary 
come from a major research project led by the WA Museum. This involved six years of fieldwork, covering 
approximately 476 000 square kilometres of remote Kimberley waters, 2 500 islands, astounding unexplored 
reefs, and a plethora of amazing flora and fauna. But rather than presenting these extraordinary images as 
a simple documentary, it has been used to create an interactive platform, with images and data for the public to 
explore. Beneath the Waves was produced by the Western Australian–based Periscope Pictures, with financial 
support from ScreenWest. The documentary is the latest achievement of the WA Museum’s multi-award 
winning marine research venture, the Woodside Collections Project. Funded by Woodside Energy Ltd, this 
longstanding partnership has seen the collection of more than 16 000 marine species to help further biodiversity 
understanding and has led to the discovery of 180 new species to date. 

The relationship between Woodside and the WA Museum began some 18 years ago to support marine biological 
surveys off Dampier in the Pilbara during the development of the North West Shelf. The partnership has 
continued and expanded, and has recently been renewed for another five years. The Woodside Collections 
Project has involved not only WA Museum staff, but also over 120 scientists from across 25 countries, and 
19 international museums have been involved. This is a wonderful opportunity for the sharing of knowledge and 
skills, as well as sharing Australia’s fascinating and unique environments and ecosystems with the world. Not 
only are such projects crucially important to scientific discovery and documentation in the state, but it is also 
wonderful that the information gathered has been made available to the public through documentaries such as 
Beneath the Waves. The documentary can be viewed at the Maritime Museum or on the WA Museum’s website. 
I encourage all members to take a look. 
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